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MEMO

To: Ontario Municipalities
Date: July 20, 2020
From: Chris Cuthbertson, Director

Subject:  Community Toolkit — Fire Prevention

Early in April, I wrote to you regarding the implementation of a Restricted Fire Zone
(RFZ) order for the entire fire region that took effect on April 3, 2020. This RFZ was put
in place proactively to help manage the wildland fire season this year, in the face of the
COVID-19 outbreak.

While this RFZ has now been lifted, minimizing wildland fire in Ontario continues to be a
priority for us — and we are seeking your support.

Preventing human-caused fire is everybody’s responsibility. We know we can count on
partners like you to help reduce fire hazard and ensure the health and safety of our staff
and communities across the province this wildland fire season.

To support you and your community, we have created an educational toolkit with
information and resources that you may wish to consult and distribute broadly. This
toolkit includes:

e Executive Summary of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry’s (MNRF)
Preparedness Actions;

e FireSmart Canada Resource Links:
o FireSmart Protecting Your Community;

o FireSmart Home Ignition Poster;

o FireSmart Home Owners Manual; and

o FireSmart Home Assessment.



https://firesmartcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/FireSmart-Protecting-Your-Community.pdfhttps:/firesmartcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/FireSmart-Protecting-Your-Community.pdf
https://firesmartcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/FireSmart-Protecting-Your-Community.pdfhttps:/firesmartcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/FireSmart-Protecting-Your-Community.pdf
https://firesmartcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/FS_Home-Ignition-Zone-Poster.pdf
https://firesmartcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/FS_Home-Ignition-Zone-Poster.pdf
https://firesmartcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/FS_Generic-HomeOwnersManual_Booklet-November-2018-Web.pdf
https://firesmartcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/FS_Generic-HomeOwnersManual_Booklet-November-2018-Web.pdf
https://firesmartcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/FS_Home_Assessment_final.pdf
https://firesmartcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/FS_Home_Assessment_final.pdf

e Fire Prevention Fact Sheets (attached within the memo):
o RFZ Fact Sheet;
o RFZ and Campground Fact Sheet;
o Fireworks Fact Sheet;
o Compost Don’t Burn Fact Sheet;
o Safe Campfire Fact Sheet;
o Shore Lunch Fire Fact Sheet;
o Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) Safety Poster; and
o Waterbomber Safety Poster.

Depending on the severity of the fire season, and any new guidelines recommended by
the Chief Medical Officer of Health, RFZ designations may be implemented again in the
future. Please be assured that as the government takes gradual and cautious steps to
reopen the province, we remain vigilant in our efforts to protect people, property,
infrastructure and communities. You'll find more information in the toolkit about some of
the proactive measures we’re taking to modify our wildland fire response plan this year,
in the face of COVID-19.

| hope the tools and information we have provided will help to promote public education

in your community. Thank you for your continued cooperation and support during these
unprecedented times.

Sincerely,

Chris Cuthbertson

Director
Aviation, Forest Fire and Emergency Services

C. Tracey Mill, Assistant Deputy Minister, Provincial Services Division
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Profitez d'un repas sur la rive de maniere securitaire

Comme cest bon, du poisson frais cuit sur un feu en plein air. Profitez d'un
repas sur la rive, mais soyez prudent. Si votre feu de camp declenche un feu
de forét, vous pourriez étre condamné a une amende et étre tenu responsable
de payer les frais pour éteindre le feu. Suivez ces conseils de sécurite.

Construisez un feu de camp sécuritaire Extinction de votre feu de camp
Choisissez un site pour batir votre feu - Versez beaucoup deau sur le feu.
Sur une surface rocheuse ou un sol denude +  Remuez les cendres avec un baton
de matieres inflammables. pour decouvrir les charbons ardents.
Pres d'une source deau et a labri du vent. - Rajouter de leau.
Préparez le site - Assurez-vous que le feu est
Dégagez un espace d'un métre autour du completement eteint avant de quitter.
site.

Vérifiez les restrictions en vigueur

Renseignez-vous au sujet des
restrictions actuelles en matiere de
feux a ciel ouvert dans votre region.

Retirez les aiguilles, les herbes, les feuilles et
les brindilles.

Retirez les branches basses en surplomb.
Gardez votre feu de petite taille

Consultez : ontario.ca/incendiedeforet

Les feux de camp ne doivent pas déepasser
un metre de hauteur.

Les feux de camp ne doivent pas dépasser Le saviez-vous?
un metre de diametre. Un feu de forét peut affecter les
habitats du poisson et de la faune le

Restez & i ite du f
estez a proximite du reu long d'un littoral.

Ne laissez jamais votre feu sans surveillance.

I 310-FIRE (3473)

Signaler un incendie de forét 911

Vous pouvez aider a proteger les foréts de

['Ontario. Si vous apercevez de la fumée ou des Rivieres des

flammes, ou si vous souhaitez signaler un feu sans ; Francais et
surveillance, composez le 310-FIRE (3473) si vous R )\ .~ Mattawa
étes au nord de la riviere des Francgais et de la Uextérieur S /

riviere Mattawa, ou composez le 911 si vous étes de la région

au sud de ces cours deau. des incendies

. ontario.ca/preventiondesincendies ‘ @ONFeuDeForét
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Enjoy a safe shore lunch

There's nothing like fresh fish cooked over an open fire. Enjoy your shore lunch
but be careful. If your fire starts a wildland fire, you could be fined and held
responsible for the cost of putting the fire out. Follow these safety tips.

Build a safe fire Report a forest fire

Choose your site carefully You can help protect Ontario's forests. If you
Find a site on bare rock or on an area free see smoke or flames, or would like to report
an unattended fire, call 310-FIRE (3473)

of combustible material. :
, north of the French and Mattawa rivers, or
Build the fire where you have easy access 911 south of the rivers.

to water and it is sheltered from high winds.

Prepare the fire site
Clear a 1 metre space around the site.
Remove all needles, grasses, leaves and
twigs.
Clear low overhanging branches.

N 310-FIRE (3473)
911

French and

Keep your fire small \ .~ Mattawa Rivers

Fires must not exceed 1 metre in height.
Fires must not exceed 1 metre in diametre.

Stay nearby

Never leave your shore lunch fire

unattended.
Did you know?

Put your fire out Wildland fires can affect fish and

Soak the fire with water wildlife habitat along a shoreline.

Stir ashes with a stick to uncover hot coals.
Soak the fire again with water.
Make sure the fire is completely out.

Check for fire restrictions

Be aware of any current fire restrictions in
your area.

Visit ontario.ca/forestfire.

. ontario.ca/fireprevention ‘ @ONForestFires






Camper

dans un emplacement de camping
pendant qu'une zone de
restriction des feux est en vigueur

=

Signalez un incendie de forét

Vous pouvez aider a protéger les
foréts de l'Ontario. Si vous apercevez
des flammes ou de la fumée, ou pour
signaler un feu sans surveillance,
composez le 310-3473 au nord de la
riviere des Francgais et de lariviere
Mattawa, ou le 911 si vous étes au
sud de ces cours deau.






Quiest-ce qu'une zone de restriction des feux?

Une zone de restriction des feux est une zone géographique ou il est interdit, par
exemple, de bruler des débris et dallumer un feu de camp. Il sagit dune mesure
temporaire mise en place par le ministere des Richesses naturelles et des Foréts
de [Ontario (MRNF) afin de prevenir les incendies dorigine humaine.

Quelles sont les regles? En vertu du réglement sur les feux en plein air (Régl. de 'Ont. 207/96)
de la Loi sur la prevention des incendies de forét, un emplacement de camping correspond a
offrir des installations de camping au public sur une base temporaire. Ces exploitants peuvent
permettre a leurs invités de continuer a profiter des feux de camp lorsqu’'une zone de restriction
des feux est en vigueur si :

1

. ontario.ca/incendiedeforet

Le feu est contenu dans :

a) une grille au-dessus du sol ou dans un
foyer de plein air qui sont congus pour
bruler le bois de fagon securitaire et qui
ne peuvent pas étre déplacés dans un
endroit dangereux, ou

b) une fosse dans le sol qui est munie de
parois ignifuges et qui est congue pour
bruler le bois de fagon sécuritaire.

Le feu est a au moins trois metres de
toute aire boisee et le rayon de trois

metres autour ne comprend aucune

matiere inflammable.

L'espace immediatement au-dessus de
linstallation est a au moins trois metres
de toute végétation en surplomb.

Le proprietaire ou l'exploitant de
l'emplacement de camping permet
expressement que le feu ait lieu a un
moment ou une zone de restriction des
feux est en vigueur a cet endroit.

L'emplacement de camping permet aux
gens de camper seulement dans des
cabines et sur un terrain de camping
designe, et ils sont tous accessibles par
vehicule motorise tel que decrit dans le
Code de la route.

L'emplacement de camping ne permet
aucun feu entre 10 h et 19 h.

L'emplacement de camping affiche
clairement les heures auxquelles les feux
de camp sont permis.

L'emplacement de camping fournit a tous
ses invites des renseignements écrits a
propos des feux de camp sécuritaires.

L'emplacement de camping possede
'équipement adéquat pour controler
et éteindre un feu; cet équipement doit
pouvoir étre apporté sur nimporte quel
terrain de camping ou cabine dans un
delai maximal de 10 minutes.

10. L'emplacement de camping a des

11.

employes, sur place et en tout temps, qui
ont été informés sur le lieu et ['utilisation
de l'équipement de lutte contre les
incendies susmentionné.

L'emplacement de camping possede
un équipement de télecommunications
bidirectionnel fiable qui lui permet
d'obtenir de l'aide si un incendie devient
hors de controle.

‘ @ONFeuDeForét







Camping

at a campground
during a Restricted Fire Zone






What is a restricted fire zone?

A Restricted Fire Zone (RFZ) is a geographic area where the use of open fires,
such as campfires or debris burning, is restricted. It is a temporary measure
put in place by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) to
prevent human-caused fires.

What are the rules?

Under the Outdoor Fires Regulation of the Forest Fires Prevention Act, a campground is defined
as offering camping facilities to the public on a temporary basis. These operators may allow their

guests to continue enjoying campfires during an RFZ if:

1

‘ Ontario.ca/forestfire

The fire is contained in:

a) an above ground fire grate or fireplace
that is designed to burn wood safely

and that cannot be moved to an unsafe
location, or

b) a pit in the ground that has fireproof
walls and is designed to burn wood safely.

The fire is at least 3 metres from any
forest area, and the area within the
3 metre radius is completely free of
flammable material.

The space immediately above the fire
installation is at least 3 metres from any
overhanging vegetation.

The owner or operator of the campground
expressly permits the fire to be set during
a time when the campground is in a
restricted fire zone.

The campground allows camping only
in cabins and designated campsites, and
all are accessible by motor vehicle as
defined in the Highway Traffic Act.

The campground does not allow
campfires between 10 am and 7 pm.

The campground clearly posts the hours
campfires will be allowed.

8.

9.

The campground has printed information
on safe campfires and provides it to all of
its guests.

The campground has adequate
equipment to control and extinguish a
fire that can be taken to any campsite or
cabin within 10 minutes.

10. The campground has, on site at all times,

11.

‘ @ONForestFires

staff who are instructed in the location
and use of the fire suppression equipment
described above.

The campground has reliable two-way
telecommunications equipment to allow
it to obtain assistance if a fire escapes
control.

Report a forest fire

You can help protect Ontario's forests.
If you see smoke or flames, or would

like to report an unattended fire, call
310-FIRE (3473) north of the French
and Mattawa rivers, or 911 south of
the rivers.
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Burn grass and woody debris safely

In the spring, there is an increased risk of wildland fires that are difficult to control.
Grass and other vegetation dries quickly, ignites easily and can rapidly spread
out of control. If your fire causes a wildland fire, you may be fined and held
responsible for the cost of putting the fire out. Look for alternatives to burning.

Compost or chip, don't burn
After mowing or raking leaves, place in a compost bin.
Chip your brush debris, and compost or use it as mulch.

If you can't compost or chip your debris, consider taking
the yard waste to a landfill site.

If you must burn

Be aware of current Restricted Fire Zones that may be in
place. No outdoor fires are allowed during a Restricted
Fire Zone.

Check with your local municipality or township to see
if there are local fire restrictions or by-laws in place for
your area as well.

Know the rules before you light
Don't burn when it's windy.
Keep at least 2 metres from flammable materials.
Fire must be tended by an adult until it is extinguished.

Light the fire no sooner than 2 hours before sunset, and
put the fire out no later than 2 hours after sunrise. Day
burning is not permitted.

Keep the fire small. Piled materials must be a single pile,
no more than 2 metres in height and diameter.

Grass fires must be less than 1 hectare and the length of
the flaming edge must be less than 30 metres.

Incinerators must be enclosed, 5 m from a forested
area, with a covered lid of 5 mm or less wire mesh.

Always keep water and tools nearby to control the fire.

. ontario.ca/springfirehazard ‘ @ONForestFires

Report a
wildland fire

You can help protect Ontario's
wildlands. If you see smoke
or flames, or would like to
report an unattended fire, call
310-FIRE (3473) north of the
French and Mattawa rivers, or
911 if south of those rivers.

Outside
Fire Region

T 310-FIRE (3473)
M

French and
\ .~ Mattawa Rivers
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Favorisez la seécurite lors des feux d'artifice

Les feux dartifice sont une partie excitante de léte, mais noubliez pas les mesures de securité
en matiere de prévention des incendies. Vous étes responsable si un residu chaud de vos feux
dartifice cause un incendie de forét et vous pourriez étre tenu responsable du cout de son
extinction. Envisagez de vous rendre a un endroit ou lon organise des feux dartifice au lieu den
utiliser vous-méme.

Loi sur la prévention des incendies Conseils de sécurité pour les
de forét feux d'artifice

Selon la Loi: « Nulle personne qui decharge Veuillez suivre ces conseils de securité
une arme a feu, lance une fusée éclairante, tire en lien avec les feux dartifice.

un feu dartifice ou utilise un explosif dans une - Allumez les feux dartifice dans un
zone forestiére ou a moins de 300 metres de endroit sécuritaire, loin de toute
celle-ci, ne doit en abandonner les residus sans matiere inflammable.

les eteindre. » Méme sil n'y a pas de restrictions
additionnelles dans le cas dune zone de
restriction des feux, veuillez tenir compte de ce
qui suit :
Lorsquiil fait chaud et sec, les étincelles et les
tisons peuvent causer des incendies de forét.

Assurez-vous toujours davoir la
supervision d'un adulte.

Tirez les feux dartifice au-dessus
d'une zone ou on ne retrouve pas de
matieres inflammables, par exemple

un terrain de gravier ou un lac.
- Tous les incendies sont assujettis a une

enquéte afin den déterminer la cause. Ayez de lequipement de lutte contre

les incendies a portée de main.
+ Vous pouvez étre accuse en vertu de la Loi et

VOuUSs pourriez étre tenu responsable du cout
de lextinction de lincendie.

Une fois que vous avez terminég,
inspectez la zone pour étre sur quiil

ne reste aucun residu chaud et que
+  Communiquez avec votre municipalite tout est bien éteint.

pour connaitre les reglements municipaux
supplémentaires en matiére de feux dartifice.

Le saviez-vous?
Du ler avril au 31 octobre (la saison des feux), les
etincelles et les tisons peuvent causer des feux de

TS 310-FIRE (3473)

broussailles lorsquiil fait chaud et sec. 1 911
Signaler un incendie de forét o

Vous pouvez aider a protéger les foréts de ['Ontario. Si R|V|ere.s des
vous apercevez de la fumée ou des flammes, ou si vous Francais et

souhaitez signaler un feu sans surveillance, composez >4~ Mattawa
le 310-FIRE (3473) si vous étes au nord de la riviere des Lextérieur /
Frangais et de la riviere Mattawa, ou composez le 911 si de larégion

vous étes au sud de ces cours deau. des incendies

. ontario.ca/preventiondesincendies ‘ @ONFeuDeForét Ontario @
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Keep Fireworks Fire Safe

Fireworks are an exciting part of summer, but practice fire safety. You
are responsible if hot residue from your fireworks starts a wildfire

and could be held responsible for the cost of putting it out. Consider
attending an organized fireworks venue instead of setting off your own.

Forest Fires Prevention Act Fireworks safety tips
The Act states, “No person who discharges a Please follow these fireworks safety
firearm, a flare, fireworks or explosives in or within tips:

300 metres of a forest area shall leave any residue . Choose a fire safe area to

from the discharge unextinguished." While there ignite fireworks that is free of
are no additional restrictions regarding fireworks flammable materials.

during a Restricted Fire Zone, please consider: .
- Always have adult supervision.

- During periods of hot, dry weather, sparks and

embers can start forest fires. Launch fireworks over an area

free of flammable material, such

- Allfires are investigated to determine the as gravel or a lake.
cause. . _
Have fire suppression equipment
+ You can be charged under the Act and may be on hand.
held responsible for the cost of putting the fire
out. + When completed, check the area

for any hot residue and ensure it
- Check with your local municipality for is put out.
additional municipal by-laws for fireworks.

Did you know?

From April 1 to October 31 (the fire season), TS 3710-FIRE (3473)

sparks and embers can start a wildland fire 2 91
during times of hot, dry weather.
Report a forest fire French and

You can help protect Ontario's forests. If you

see smoke or flames, or would like to report an
unattended fire, call 310-FIRE (3473) north of the O.UtSide.
French and Mattawa rivers, or 911 south of the rivers. Fire Region 7>

Mattawa Rivers

. ontario.ca/fireprevention ‘ @ONForestFires







En camping

Construisez un feu de camp sécuritaire






On ne peut jamais étre trop prudent

Sasseoir autour dun feu de camp est agréable. Gardez votre feu sécuritaire que
vous soyez en camping, en randonnée, en cueillette de petits fruits ou en pique-
nique. Si votre feu de camp déclenche un feu de forét, vous pourriez étre con-
damné a une amende et étre tenu responsable des frais pour éteindre le feu.
Suivez ces conseils de securité afin de construire un feu de camp sécuritaire!

Vérifiez les restrictions en vigueur Gardez un feu de petite taille
Renseignez-vous au sujet des - Les feux de camp ne doivent pas dépasser
restrictions actuelles en matiére de feux un metre de hauteur et de diametre.

a ciel ouvert dans votre region. - Les feux de petite taille sont plus faciles a
Consultez : ontario.ca/incendiedeforet controler.

Choisissez un site pour batir votre feu Restez a proximité pour vous occuper
Sur une surface rocheuse ou un sol du feu
denude de matieres inflammables. - Un adulte doit toujours surveiller le feu.
Pres d'une source deau et a labri du + Gardez un seau deau et une pelle a
vent. proximite.

Préparation du site Extinction de votre feu de camp
Dégagez un espace dun metre autour + Versez beaucoup deau sur le feu.
du site. - Remuez les cendres avec un baton pour
Retirez les aiguilles, les herbes, les découvrir les charbons ardents, rajouter de
feuilles et les brindilles. leau.

Retirez les branches basses en - Assurez-vous que le feu est completement
surplomb. eteint.

Signaler un incendie de forét Le saviez-vous?

En moyenne en Ontario, au moins un feu de
BT 310-FIRE (3473) forét chaque jour est cause par des feux de
911 camp sans surveillance ou non éteints.

Rivieres des
Francais et
Mattawa

L'extérieur : //

AV S

de larégion
des incendies

. ontario.ca/preventiondesincendies ‘ @ONFeuDeForét Ontario @







Going Camping

build a safe campfire






You can never be too safe

Sitting around a campfire is fun. Whether you're camping, hiking, berry picking or
picnicking, be safe with your campfire. If your campfire starts a wildland fire, you
could be fined and held responsible for the costs to put the fire out. Follow these

safety tips for building a safe campfire!

Check for any fire restrictions

Be aware of current fire restrictions in your
area.

Visit ontario.ca/forestfire.

Choose a site carefully

Find a site on bare rock or on an area free of
combustible material.

Build the fire where you have easy access
to water and it is sheltered from high winds.

Prepare the site
Clear a 1 metre space around the site.
Remove needles, grasses, leaves and twigs.
Clear low overhanging branches.

Report a wildland fire

) S 310-FIRE (3473)
_ 911

| French and
.~ Mattawa Rivers

gilrlttesllii;ion :/%/' ’

Keep the campfire small

Fires must not exceed 1 metre in height
and diametre.

Small fires are easier to control.

Stay nearby to tend the fire
Always have adult supervision.
Keep a pail of water and shovel nearby.

Put your campfire out
Soak the campfire with water.

Stir ashes with a stick to uncover hot
coals and soak again with water.

Make sure the fire is completely out.

Did you know?

Ontario averages at least one wildland
fire every day caused by unattended
or unextinguished campfires.

. ontario.ca/fireprevention ‘ @ONForestFires







Zones de
restriction
des feux

Soyez au courant des regles. C'est important et c'est la loi.

NO
FIRES

FEUX
INTERDITS

Services d’'urgence, d’aviation et de lutte contre les feux de forét
Ministére des Richesses naturelles et des Foréts
Gouvernement de |'Ontario






Quest-ce qu'une zone de restriction des feux?

Une zone de restriction des feux est une zone geographique ou il est interdit, par

exemple, de braler des débris et dallumer un feu de camp. Il sagit dune mesure

temporaire mise en place par le ministere des Richesses naturelles et des Foréts

de l'Ontario (MRNF) afin de prevenir les incendies d'origine humaine.

Quelles sont les regles des zones
de restriction des feux?

Lorsqu'une zone de restriction des feux est
mise en place, elle peut durer de quelques
jours a plusieurs semaines et elle prend fin
dés que les conditions le permettent.

Il est illegal dallumer un feu a lintérieur dune
zone de restriction des feux. Le non-respect
des regles peut valoir une contravention allant
jusqua 25 000 $ et trois mois de prison. Si
vous avez allume un feu illéegalement et que
celui-ci entraine un feu de broussailles, vous
pourriez aussi avoir a payer certains couts
encourus pour éteindre le feu.

Vous pouvez tout de méme camper, faire

de la randonnee, pécher et avoir du plaisir a
lextérieur. Si vous avez besoin de chaleur pour
préparer des repas ou pour vous rechauffer,
utilisez une cuisiniére a gaz portative ou un
réchaud a propane portatif. Les equipements
a charbon de bois, comme les barbecues et
les hibachis, sont illégaux lorsquiils ne sont
pas pres du logement que vous occupez
legalement ou sur un emplacement de
camping organise.

Les exploitants commerciaux de
lemplacement de camping peuvent
permettre les feux de camp si certaines
conditions sont respectées. Veuillez vérifier
avec lemplacement de camping.

Suis-je dans une zone de
restriction des feux?

Pour voir les zones de restriction des

feux en vigueur, consultez ontario.ca/
incendiedeforet, puis sélectionner licone
‘Voir la carte'. Utilisez la fonction zoom pour
voir de plus prés les limites des zones de
restrictions des feux. Assurez-vous que

la couche cartographique ‘Restrictions
actuelles' soit activee.

Suivez-nous sur Twitter @ONForestFires
ou @ONFeuDeForét.

De plus, des avis sont diffusées par les
stations de radio et de télévision. Ils sont
aussi publiés dans des meédias imprimes.
Sur place, recherchez les panneaux verts
et rouges bien visibles qui indiquent

les zones de restriction des feux pres

des routes, des sites de camping, des
installations de sport, des stations-service
et des magasins.

Signalez un incendie de forét

Vous pouvez aider a proteger les foréts de
[Ontario. Si vous apercevez des flammes
ou de la fumeée, ou pour signaler un feu
sans surveillance, composez le 310-3473
au nord de la riviere des Francais et de la
riviere Mattawa, ou le 911 si vous étes au
sud de ces cours deau.

. ontario.ca/incendiedeforet ‘ @ONFeuDeForét







Restricted
Fire Zones

Know the rules. It's important and it's the law!

NO
FIRES

FEUX
INTERDITS

Aviation, Forest Fire and Emergency Services
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Government of Ontario






What is a restricted fire zone?

A Restricted Fire Zone (RFZ) is a geographic area where the use of open
fires, such as campfires or debris burning, is restricted. It is a temporary
measure put in place by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry

(MNRF) to prevent human-caused fires.

What are the RFZ rules?

A Restricted Fire Zone (RFZ) may last from
a few days to weeks and is lifted as soon as
conditions allow.

It is illegal to start any fire within the RFZ area.
Failure to comply could result in a fine of up
to $25,000 and three months in jail. If your
illegally started fire causes a wildland fire, you
may also have to pay for some of the costs of
suppressing the fire,

You can still go camping, hiking, fishing, and
have fun outdoors, but if you need heat for
cooking or warmth, use a portable gas or
propane stove.

Portable charcoal equipment, such as BBQs
and Hibachis, are illegal except close to a
dwelling that you legally occupy or in an
organized campground.

Commercial campground operators may allow
campfires if certain conditions are met. Please

check with the campground.

Report a forest fire

You can help protect Ontario's wildlands.

If you see smoke or flames, or would like to

report an unattended fire, call 310-FIRE (3473)

north of the French and Mattawa rivers, or 911
south of the rivers.

. Ontario.ca/forestfire ‘ @ONForestFires

Am linan RFZ?

To see all current Restricted Fire Zones in
effect, visit Ontario.ca/forestfire and select
‘Use the interactive map. There you can
zoom in to see borders of the restricted fire
zones. Ensure that the ‘current restrictions’
map layer is activated.

Follow us on Twitter @ONForestFires.

Also, advisories

are issued to radio, NO
television and print FIRES
media. FEUX

INTERDITS

Locally, look for
highly visible green
and red No Fires
signs around roadways, camping spots,
sports lodges, gas stations and stores.

= 310-FIRE (3473)
\ (7 911

French and
Mattawa







DRONE FREE ZONE
ZONE SANS DRONE

DO NOT fly drones within 9 km of a forest fire area. You can put
the safety and lives of pilots, firefighters and emergency workers
at risk. It's dangerous and illegal. Stay clear of forest fires!

IL EST INTERDIT de piloter un drone a moins de 9 km d'un feu
de forét. Ceci peut mettre en danger la vie des pilotes, des
pompiers forestiers et d'autres membres du personnel des
services d'urgence. Cest illegal et dangereux. Restez a l'ecart
des feux de foret!

\‘\-\“‘\s'crv of Natural R°S°Urce

ontario.ca/forestfire
ontario.ca’/incendiedeforet

@ONforestfires
@ONFeuDeForét







Stay Clear of
Waterbombers

When waterbombers approach a body of water, move
close to the shore so they can perform their scoop safely.
A waterbomber will not scoop from a lake or river if
encroaching watercraft pose a safety hazard. Help fight
forest fires by staying clear of waterbombers!

\‘\.\“-\S“-y of Natural R°S°Urce

ontario.ca/forestfire

@ONforestfires







Restez a l'ecart
des avions-citernes

Lorsque les avions-citernes sapprochent d'une étendue d'eau,
déplacez-vous vers le rivage de sorte qu'ils puissent sapprovisionner
en toute securité. Un avion-citerne ne sapprovisionnera pas dans

un lac ou une riviére si des embarcations y font obstacle ou posent
un danger pour la sécurité. Aidez a lutter contre les feux de foreét.

Restez a l'ecart des avions-citernes.

\‘\.\“-\S“-y of Natural R°S°Urce

ontario.ca/incendiedeforet

@ONFeuDeForet







Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Managing Wildland Fire in the Context of COVID-19

July 20, 2020
Context

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) is taking a proactive and
cautious approach to plan, prepare, and respond to wildland fire this year, to address
the additional challenges created by the COVID-19 outbreak, ensure we can effectively
manage wildland fires, and keep our staff and Ontario communities healthy and safe.

Actions — Summary

Since many of the fire program services that MNRF provides are essential, and require
staff to be in contact with others, precautions are being taken to ensure the health and
safety of our workplaces and communities.

This includes:

* Requiring all new and returning staff to complete a self-assessment prior to the
beginning of their employment contract.

* Requiring all staff who need to enter the workplace for critical work, to complete a
daily self-assessment to ensure that they:

0 Are not showing symptoms of iliness;
0 Have not travelled internationally; and,
o0 Have not knowingly come into contact with someone who is ill.

* Adhering to Public Health, Transport Canada and general airline industry standards
and guidance for aircraft cleaning and operating standards to reduce exposure to
COVID-19.

* Following health and safety prevention guidance recommended by the Chief Medical
Officer of Health (e.g., handwashing, avoid touching eyes/nose/mouth, staying home
if sick, etc.)

» Developing and implementing protocols about the transport of suspected (or ill) fire
staff from the fire line to limit potential exposure or transmission.

* Working with the Ministry of Health (MOH), and following direction from Transport
Canada, to ensure appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), including face
masks, are used by staff where required in various scenarios.

* Limiting access to fire facilities to necessary personnel only.

Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry Onta FiO @





» Training/onboarding of staff proceeding online or through MNRF arranged training
and facilities, to limit physical distancing wherever possible.

* Renting more accommodations or mobile infrastructure to spread fire crews out
across facilities (to increase ability for physical distancing and establish isolation
facilities, if required).

* Increasing short-term fleet vehicles in order to ensure one crew/one vehicle, to
reduce contamination potential and cleaning requirements.

» Purchasing required supplies, including moving to “Meals Ready to Eat”, to address
potential limitations for remote fire bases and staff.

* Working with MOH to determine what additional medical services (e.g., temperature
checks/rapid COVID testing) might be requested of our contracted EMT/nursing staff
and developing rapid response protocols in event of outbreak at basecamps or other
remote facilities.

» Adjusting the approach to wildland fire response this season, in light of COVID-19, in
order to reduce the potential for fire on the landscape and to make every attempt to
keep fires small.

e This adjusted approach means:

o More fires may be suppressed than usual and at earlier stages of their
detection.

o0 Increased reliance on aircraft (e.g., waterbombers, buckets, belly tanks) to
suppress and deliver crews for initial attack.

0 Increased fire detection flights, to ensure immediate response upon fire
sightings.

* In support of this approach, on April 3, Ontario temporarily designated the entire fire
region in the province a Restricted Fire Zone (RFZ). Other provinces have done the
same or are considering a similar ban.

o This RFZ supplemented municipal fire bans throughout the province.

o While the April 3 RFZ has since been lifted, depending on the severity of the
fire season, and any new guidelines recommended by the Chief Medical Officer of
Health, RFZ designations may be implemented again in the future.

* Increasing communications and outreach broadly across the province, regarding fire
prevention and the FireSmart program.
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